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Internet As An Investigative ToolInternet As An Investigative Tool
Cut Costs, Save Time,Cut Costs, Save Time,
Know More & Do MoreKnow More & Do More



Copyright 2010 David Vine 2

Top Ten Tools, Techniques Top Ten Tools, Techniques 
Concepts & MethodsConcepts & Methods

Precision searching & search commands
Metasearch
Automatic information gathering & alerts
Free public records
Free software & services
More efficient use of software
PROACtive information management
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Quote marks/exact phrase
Minus sign - To eliminate pages with -words
OR – Search one or more keywords

link: Shows other sites that LINK TO the target site
site: Restricts search to the target site

Advanced Search Form

Precision SearchPrecision Search

http://www.google.com/search?q=%22Internet+Investigation%22&sourceid=navclient-ff&ie=UTF-8&rlz=1B3GGGL_enUS252US252
http://www.google.com/search?num=50&hl=en&suggon=0&rlz=1B3GGGL_enUS252US252&q=%22Internet+Investigation%22+-child+-sex&btnG=Search
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&safe=off&rlz=1B3GGGL_en___US286&num=100&q=%22Internet+Investigation%22+fraud+conviction+OR+arrest+OR+sentenc*+&btnG=Search
http://www.google.com/search?num=50&hl=en&suggon=0&rlz=1B3GGGL_enUS252US252&q=link%3Awww.cia.gov&btnG=Search
http://www.google.com/search?q=site%3Acia.gov+assassination&sourceid=navclient-ff&ie=UTF-8&rlz=1B3GGGL_en___US286
http://www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en
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Metasearch ExamplesMetasearch Examples

Metasearch
Site

Search
Engine

1

Combined
De-duplicated

Search
ResultsGeneral Metasearch

People Metasearch

Social Net Metasearch
Search
Engine

2

Search
Engine

3

Search
Engine

4

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_search_engines#Metasearch_engines
http://davidvineassociates.com/Resources.html
http://namechk.com/
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Custom Home Page on the WebCustom Home Page on the Web
The easiest and fastet way to implement these tools is to set up a custom 
iGoogle or MyYahoo page.

Google News AlertsGoogle News Alerts
Sent by email when news articles appear online that match the topics you 
specify. Advanced news search is available. Google News

Really Simple Syndication (RSS) FeedsReally Simple Syndication (RSS) Feeds
RSS feeds can be set up easily if you have a custom page like RSS feeds can be set up easily if you have a custom page like MyYahoo

Set Up A Mobile AlertSet Up A Mobile Alert
Register your cell phone in your Yahoo Account and receive Register your cell phone in your Yahoo Account and receive Mobile Alerts

Automatic InformationAutomatic Information
Gathering & AlertsGathering & Alerts

http://www.google.com/ig
http://my.yahoo.com/
http://news.google.com/
http://my.yahoo.com/
http://alerts.yahoo.com/knews_editalert.php?.done=/myalerts.php&show=keynews
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Aviation License - Knowx.com vs FAA Airmen search
Federal Court Records – Accurint vs PACER (8¢ search)
Corporate “Insiders” Hoovers.com (D&B) vs SEC.gov 

Neighbors – Accurint vs WhitePages.com
Profession and Trade Licenses – LexisNexis vs CLEAR

SSDI - Knowx.com vs Rootsweb.com

A Mindset???

It may take more time to go to individual sites but 
the sources of public records usually provide more 
complete and up-to-date results.

http://www.knowx.com/home/sitemap.jsp
http://www.knowx.com/home/sitemap.jsp
https://amsrvs.registry.faa.gov/airmeninquiry/
http://accurint.com/price2.html
http://pacer.psc.uscourts.gov/
http://www.hoovers.com/free/
http://sec.gov/cgi-bin/browse-edgar?action=getcompany&State=SC&owner=include&start=80&count=40
http://sec.gov/cgi-bin/browse-edgar?action=getcompany&State=SC&owner=include&start=80&count=40
http://accurint.com/images/pricer2.pdf
http://theultimates.whitepages.com/1089/find_neighbors
http://theultimates.whitepages.com/1089/find_neighbors
http://w3.nexis.com/sources/scripts/eslClient.pl?Name=license
http://www.clearhq.org/Default.aspx?pageId=481138
http://www.knowx.com/death/search.jsp
http://www.knowx.com/death/search.jsp
http://ssdi.rootsweb.com/
http://ssdi.rootsweb.com/
http://www.knowx.com/criminal/coverage.jsp
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Freeware On My Laptop...Freeware On My Laptop...
AVG antivirus
CCleaner
Disk Investigator
Google Desktop
OpenOffice
Spybot Search & Destroy
Winpatrol

Best place to find, review and download freeware: download.com

http://free.avg.com/
http://www.ccleaner.com/
http://www.theabsolute.net/sware/dskinv.html
http://desktop.google.com/features.html
http://why.openoffice.org/
http://www.safer-networking.org/en/index.html
http://www.winpatrol.com/
http://download.com/
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Highlight and copy (Ctrl+C)

Switch windows (Alt+Tab) to a document

Paste (Ctrl+V) selected info from Internet into document

Keyboard Shortcuts: Firefox & Internet ExplorerToolbars, Google
Add-ons? Mozilla & Internet Explorer Extensions

Browser Shortcuts & ToolsBrowser Shortcuts & Tools

Browser ToolbarsBrowser Toolbars
Advanced Searchbar
Alexa
Google
Investigative Toolbar
Public Records
Firefox Super Search

http://support.mozilla.com/en-US/kb/Keyboard+shortcuts
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/products/winfamily/ie/quickref.mspx
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toolbar
http://www.google.com/tools/firefox/toolbar/FT3/intl/en/index.html
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Internet_Explorer_extensions
http://advancedsearchbar.com/
http://www.alexa.com/site/download
http://www.google.com/intl/en/toolbar/ie/features.html
http://searchinvestigative.ourtoolbar.com/
http://publicrecords.onlinesearches.com/public-records-tools.htm
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/13308
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Tools For Internet CaptureTools For Internet Capture

Document Conversions

Download Managers

Firefox add-ons

Internet Explorer add-ons

pdfdownload

Screengrab

http://www.fileformat.info/convert/doc/index.htm
http://download.cnet.com/windows/download-managers/?tag=mncol;sort&filter=licenseName=%22Free%22%7C&rpp=30&sort=downloadCount+asc
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/search?q=download&cat=all
http://www.ieaddons.com/en/
http://www.pdfdownload.org/
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/1146
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Plan

Retrieve

Organize

Communicate

Analyze

PROACtive ProcessPROACtive Process



Copyright 2010 David Vine 11

Questions or Comments:Questions or Comments:

David Vine, MBA
Ofc: 803-649-1184
Cell: 803-443-1186

Email: dv@davidvineassociates.com

Please visit:
www.davidvineassociates.com

http://www.davidvineassociates.com/
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